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NOVEMBER 27, 20 0 0

On Novem ber 15, 2 0 0 0 , New York

G overn or Geor ge E. Pataki vetoed

a bi ll that the health care com mu-

n i ty fe a red would have gre a t ly incre a s ed the

cost of m a l practi ce liti ga ti on . The bi ll ,S . 5 5 4 ,

would have el i m i n a ted current limits on

a t torn ey con ti n gency fees in medical mal-

practi ce acti on s . GNYHA stron gly oppo s ed

the bi ll , arguing that the ex i s ting statutory

l i m i t a ti on on attorn ey con ti n gency fees in

m edical malpracti ce acti ons stri kes a well -

con s i dered and appropri a te balance bet ween

re s pecting the ri ghts of p a ti ents and con tro l-

ling the ex tra ord i n a ry costs of m a l practi ce

l i ti ga ti on . In a though tful and well - re a s on ed

veto message ,G overn or Pataki stated that

“a ny attem pt to reform [New York’s civil ju s-

ti ce sys tem] ... n ece s s a ri ly must ad d ress an

a rray of nu m ero u s , of ten interrel a ted issu e s .

Repeal of the con ti n gent fee sch edule ... co u l d

a f fect both the cost and ava i l a bi l i ty of m ed-

ical malpracti ce insu ra n ce and, t hu s , t h e

nu m ber of doctors that practi ce in this State ,

and the cost pati ents pay for their med i c a l

c a re , ei t h er in the form of i n c re a s ed fees or

h i gh er health insu ra n ce prem iu m s .” Th e

G overn or also ex pre s s ed the con cern that

the legi s l a ti on could affect “the vo lume and

du ra ti on of l i ti ga ti on and the size of s et t l e-

m ents and aw a rd s .” While recognizing that

the propon ents of the legi s l a ti on made som e

persu a s ive argumen t s , the Govern or ulti-

m a tely came to the con clu s i on that “the mer-

In ad d i ti on to its new mem ber, Sen a tor-

el ect Hi ll a ry Rodham Cl i n ton , the New

York Con gre s s i onal Del ega ti on wi ll wel-

come two other new mem bers in Ja nu a ry.

Felix Grucci, 1st Congressional District:
Felix Gru cc i , Rep u blican of Broo k h aven ,

Long Is l a n d , wi ll repre s ent the distri ct cur-

ren t ly repre s en ted by Con gressman Mi ch ael

On Novem ber 14, 2 0 0 0 , the Un i ted

S t a tes Con gress passed legi s l a ti on ,

k n own as a “con ti nuing re s o luti on ,”

that wi ll keep the U. S . govern m ent ru n n i n g

t h ro u gh Decem ber 4, 2 0 0 0 . This legi s l a ti on

was nece s s a ry because Con gress and Pre s i-

dent Cl i n ton have not yet come to agree-

m ent on major porti ons of the Federal bu d-

get for FY 2001. Also unre s o lved is legi s l a ti on

to rel i eve hospitals and con ti nuing care

provi ders from some of the Med i c a re cut s

con t a i n ed in the Ba l a n ced Bu d get Act of

1997 (BBA ) . As reported earl i er in Sk yl i n e

News( O ctober 30, 2 0 0 0 ) , the House of Rep-

re s en t a tives has approved the Ben ef i t s

Im provem ent and Pro tecti on Act of 2 0 0 0

( B I PA ) . The Sen a te has not yet taken acti on

on BIPA , and the Pre s i dent has ex pre s s ed

oppo s i ti on to some of B I PA’s provi s i on s .

Del aying furt h er bu d get acti on until Decem-

ber 4 ef fectively del ays any furt h er acti on on

Forbe s . In ad d i ti on to having been the pre s i-

dent of the fireworks com p a ny, F i reworks by

Gru cc i ,s i n ce 1983, Con gre s s m a n - el ect Gru c-

ci has served three terms as the Su pervi s or of

the Town of Broo k h aven , wh ere he has ch a m-

p i on ed many tax cuts and envi ron m en t a l

i s su e s ,i n cluding an envi ron m ental bond act .

its of this proposal ... cannot be assessed

properly in a vac u u m . Ra t h er, t h ey should

be con s i dered on ly in the con text of a fair,

b a l a n ced and com preh en s ive ex a m i n a ti on

of New York’s civil ju s ti ce sys tem .”

GNYHA Reaction: GNYHA stron gly su p-

ports the Governor’s decision to veto S.554.

In a Novem ber 16, 2 0 0 0 , l et ter to the Gov-

ern or, GNYHA Pre s i dent Ken n eth E. Ra s ke

s t a ted , “We apprec i a te the com peting vi ew-

points put forw a rd to you on this issue and

the re su l ting pre s su res that you faced . We

t h erefore thank you very mu ch for yo u r

c a reful del i bera ti on rega rding the implica-

ti ons of this bi ll and your re su l ting veto.

We would also like to thank your health

c a re co u n s el , Deborah Kon op ko, for her

t h o u gh tful con s i dera ti on of this import a n t

i s su e .” GNYHA has urged its mem bers to

s i m i l a rly ex press gra ti tu de to Govern or

Pataki for vetoing this legislation. ■

GNYHA Applauds Pa t a k i ’s
Veto of Ma l practi ce Fee Bi ll

New York Adds Two New House Mem bers

Con gress Del ays 
B BA Acti on
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B I PA until that time as well . De s p i te the

del ay, GNYHA and its mem bers parti c i p a ted

in a BBA advoc acy day on Novem ber 15. O n

that day, GNYHA met with key staff f rom

the of f i ces of New York’s two sen a tors ,D a n i el

Pa tri ck Moynihan and Ch a rles E. S chu m er,

as well as key staff m em bers from the of f i ce

of Con gressman Ch a rles Ra n gel , the ra n k i n g

m em ber of the House Ways and Me a n s

Com m i t tee , and key staff m em bers from the

of f i ces of Con gre s s m en Vi to Fo s s ell a ,E do l-

phus Town s , and Eliot Engel ,a ll mem bers of

the House Com m erce Com m i t tee . All the

people with wh om GNYHA met ex pre s s ed

the New York Con gre s s i onal Del ega ti on’s

s trong su pport for en acting BBA rel i ef l egi s-

l a ti on this ye a r, and have pled ged to work

with their Con gre s s i onal leaders and the

Wh i te House to en su re ti m ely en actm en t . ■

GNYHA was invi ted to speak abo ut

New York’s Fa m i ly Health Plu s

(FHP) program at two con feren ce s

in Wa s h i n g ton , D. C . this mon t h . O n

Novem ber 10, 2 0 0 0 , Rima Co h en ,G N Y H A’s

Vi ce Pre s i dent for In su ra n ce Opti ons Devel-

opm en t , ad d re s s ed a con feren ce that

bro u ght toget h er repre s en t a tives from state s

that have en acted significant health insu r-

a n ce ex p a n s i ons with indivi duals from

s t a tes that are in the midst of ef forts to

expand family covera ge . Federal health of f i-

c i a l s , health care advoc a te s , and policy ana-

lysts from 25 states and nati onal or ga n i z a-

ti ons atten ded the con feren ce , wh i ch was

s pon s ored by the Com m onwealth Fund and

the Ka i s er Com m i s s i on on Medicaid and

the Un i n su red . The Cen ter on Bu d get and

Policy Pri ori ties and Fa m i l i e s U S A , t wo

n a ti onal non profit or ga n i z a ti on s , or ga n i zed

the two - d ay meeti n g.

M s . Co h en de s c ri bed Fa m i ly Health Plu s

( F H P ) — New York’s new health insu ra n ce

program that wi ll make free covera ge ava i l-

a ble to uninsu red , working families and

i n d ivi duals—as well as the su ccessful cam-

p a i gn that hel ped build public su pport for

FHP and the ch a ll en ges that lie ahead as

New York implem ents its new progra m .

GNYHA Pa rti c i p a tes in Two
Con feren ces on Fa m i ly Health Plu s

Repre s en t a tives from Ohio, Ma i n e , a n d

Wi s consin also de s c ri bed their state s’ cov-

era ge ex p a n s i on s , and participants from

s t a tes that have not yet en acted ex p a n s i on s

d i s c u s s ed key po l i tical and program de s i gn

i s sues invo lved with en acting new health

i n su ra n ce progra m s , as well as the va ri o u s

opti ons for sec u ring Federal match i n g

funds for family - b a s ed ex p a n s i on s . S t a f f

f rom the Un i ted States Con gress bri efed the

group on legi s l a tive issues rel a ted to family

covera ge ex p a n s i ons that are likely to ari s e

in the next Con gre s s i onal session , and of f i-

cials from the U. S . Health Ca re Financing

Ad m i n i s tra ti on were on hand to answer

qu e s ti ons from con feren ce parti c i p a n t s .

On Novem ber 21, 2 0 0 0 , M s . Co h en

m ade a pre s en t a ti on on FHP at a Wa s h i n g-

ton , D. C . bri efing that ex p l ored state initi a-

tives to expand covera ge to the uninsu red .

The bri efing was or ga n i zed by the All i a n ce

for Health Reform , a non - p a rti s a n ,n on -

profit gro u p, ch a i red by Sen a tor Jay Rocke-

fell er of West Vi r ginia and Sen a tor Bi ll Fri s t

of Ten n e s s ee , wh i ch provi des obj ective

i n form a ti on on issues rel a ted to ex p a n d i n g

health insu ra n ce covera ge and con t a i n i n g

health care costs in the Un i ted S t a te s . Th e

M r. Gru cci has stated that he wi ll bring an

i n terest in tax and envi ron m ental issues wi t h

him to the House of Repre s en t a tive s , as well

as ex peri en ce in devel oping edu c a ti on and

a n ti - c rime propo s a l s .

Steve Isra e l , 2nd Congressional District:
S teve Is rael , Dem oc rat of Dix Hi ll s , Lon g

Is l a n d , wi ll repre s ent the distri ct curren t ly

repre s en ted by Con gressman Ri ck Lazio.

Con gre s s m a n - el ect Is rael has served on the

Hu n ti n g ton Town Boa rd since 1993, a n d ,

while serving on the Boa rd , has devel oped a

rep ut a ti on for fiscal discipline, ch a m p i on i n g

debt redu cti on , in parti c u l a r. M r. Is rael is

also iden ti f i ed with envi ron m ental con cern s ,

pushing to save large areas of Su f folk Co u n ty

f rom overdevel opm en t . In ad d i ti on to serv-

ing on the Town Boa rd , Con gre s s m a n - el ect

Is rael has served as a staff m em ber to form er

Con gressman Ri ch a rd Ot ti n ger, as As s i s t a n t

Su f folk Co u n ty Exec utive , and as a publ i c

rel a ti ons and marketing exec utive . On health

c a re ,M r. Is rael has stated that he wi ll “ vo te

for a real pati en t’s bi ll of ri ghts that holds

HMOs acco u n t a bl e ,” and he su pport s

expanding the Federal State Ch i l d ren’s He a l t h

In su ra n ce Progra m . ■

Sen a tor- el ect Hi ll a ry Rodham Cl i n ton ex pre s s ed strong su pport for New York’s

te aching hospitals thro u gh o ut her campaign . This su pport was ex pre s s ed aga i n

on her beh a l f at GNYHA’s Govern m ent Af f a i rs Forum on Novem ber 17, 2 0 0 0 , by

Neera Ta n den , Dep uty Ca m p a i gn Ma n a ger for the Sen a tor- el ect’s su ccessful campaign .

The Importance of Teaching Hospitals
Our teaching hospitals are the crown jewels of America’s health care system.
No one knows that better than the people of New York, who are fort u n a t e
enough to have ... so many of the best academic health centers. In 1997 we
made sure that Medicare payments for medical education will go directly to
teaching hospitals. Some have proposed that we separate the funding of
M e d i c a re from the funding of teaching hospitals, without any assurance that
t h e re will be a safe and secure compensation system. I disagree. It is fair and
a p p ropriate for health insurance plans to help pay for the missions of our
n a t i o n ’s teaching hospitals. Teaching hospitals benefit all of us—and the cost
for producing them should be borne by all of us.

—Statement by Senator-elect Hillary Rodham Clinton

Senator-elect Expresses Support for Teaching Hospitals Congress Delays BBA Action
continued from page 1

New York Adds Two New
House Members continued from page 1
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New JCAHO Hospital Disch a rge Planning St a n d a rds Effective Ja nu a ry 1

The Joint Com m i s s i on on the Acc red-

i t a ti on of He a l t h c a re Orga n i z a ti on s

(JCAHO) has announced ch a n ge s

in hospital standards for disch a r ge planning

that wi ll become ef fective Ja nu a ry 1, 2 0 0 1 .

The ch a n ges are part of J C A H O’s Co m pre-

h en s ive Accred i t a tion Ma nual for Ho s p i t a l s,

and appear as a new standard in the “Con-

ti nuum of Ca re” ch a pter and an ex p a n ded

s t a tem ent of i n tent for an ex i s ting standard

in the “As s e s s m en t” ch a pter.

Continuum of Care : The new “con ti nuum of

c a re”s t a n d a rd , enu m era ted CC.6.1.1, requ i re s

provi ders to inform pati en t s , in a ti m ely man-

n er, of the need for planning for disch a r ge or

tra n s fer to another or ga n i z a ti on or level of

c a re . JCAHO wi ll hold or ga n i z a ti ons re s pon-

s i ble for keeping the pati ent and the pati en t’s

f a m i ly inform ed abo ut con d i ti ons that may

re sult in tra n s fer to another or ga n i z a ti on or

l evel of c a re ;a l tern a tives to tra n s fer, i f a ny;

clinical base for disch a r ge ; and the anti c i p a ted

n eed for con ti nu ed care fo ll owing disch a r ge .

S coring on this new standard wi ll be based on

wh et h er this inform a ti on is provi ded on a

ti m ely basis before disch a r ge .

Statement of Intent: The revi s ed “ i n tent of

a s s e s s m en t” s t a n d a rd , P. E . 1 . 6 , i n d i c a te s

that disch a r ge planning is to be initi a ted

e a rly in the tre a tm ent process based on

requ i rem ents of the pati en t’s plan of c a re

or other wri t ten guidel i n e s . Cri teria for

d i s ch a r ge that are influ en ced by the tre a t-

m ent set ting are to be set forth in the or ga-

nization’s policies and procedures.

Additional Require m e n t s : In ad d i ti on to

JCAHO standard s , hospitals must com p ly

with reg u l a ti ons on disch a r ge planning

e s t a bl i s h ed by the New York State Dep a rt-

m ent of Health and the U. S . Health Ca re

Financing Ad m i n i s tra ti on’s Med i c a re Con-

ditions of Participation for Hospitals. ■

GNYHA and Prem i er Join Forces 
in Enhancing Com p a ra tive Data

On Novem ber 14, 2 0 0 0 , GNYHA and

Prem i er, In c . , a nati onal all i a n ce of

health care sys tem s , f i n a l i zed a

s tra tegic all i a n ce agreem ent that wi ll en h a n ce

the com p a ra tive data produ cts and servi ce s

that both en ti ties have devel oped for hospital

ad m i n i s tra tors . The three principal el em en t s

of the agreem ent are as fo ll ows .

F i rs t , GNYHA and Prem i er wi ll joi n t ly

devel op and market Web - b a s ed analyti c a l

tools co ll ectively under the name QMS Co m-

pa s s, wh i ch wi ll inclu de com p a ra tive data

produ cts devel oped by both The Health Eco-

n omics and Outcomes Re s e a rch In s ti tute

(THEORI) at GNYHA and Prem i er ’s He a l t h-

c a re In form a tics business unit.“Q M S ,” wh i ch

stands for Quae s i tum Me a su rem ent Sys tem ,

is GNYHA’s ben ch m a rking proj ect , and is

A t the Novem ber 16, 2 0 0 0 ,m eeti n g

of the State Hospital Revi ew and

Planning Council (SHRPC) Code s

and Reg u l a ti ons Com m i t tee , the Com m i t-

tee discussed the app l i c a ti on of p a rt - ti m e

clinic reg u l a ti on s , de s c ri bed in previ o u s

i s sues of Sk yline News , that SHRPC had

adopted on an em er gency basis over the

su m m er and su b s equ en t ly amen ded . Th e

reg u l a ti ons requ i red part - time clinics that

were in opera ti on on Novem ber 13, 2 0 0 0 ,

to su bmit app l i c a ti ons to the New York

S t a te Dep a r tm ent of Health (DOH) in

order to con ti nue opera ti n g. At the meet-

i n g, DOH indicated that, as of Novem ber

1 3 , 2 0 0 0 , it had received 1,500 part - ti m e

clinic app l i c a ti on s . The reg u l a ti ons perm i t

clinics that were in ex i s ten ce pri or to

Novem ber 13, 2 0 0 0 , and that su bm i t ted

a pp l i c a ti on s , to con ti nue to opera te unless

and until DOH issues a wri t ten denial of

a pprova l . DOH also indicated that it has

received app l i c a ti ons for new sites and that

DOH staff wi ll revi ew those app l i c a ti on s

pri or to revi ewing app l i c a ti ons for the site s

in ex i s ten ce pri or to Novem ber 13, 2 0 0 0 .

The Com m i t tee also discussed propo s ed

reg u l a ti ons that are now moving thro u gh

the process for adopti on of final reg u l a-

ti on s . The propo s ed reg u l a ti ons con t a i n

revi s i ons for wh i ch GNYHA had advoc a t-

ed (for ex a m p l e , perm i t ting part - time cl i n-

ics to opera te in health care practi ti on ers’

priva te of f i ces under certain circ u m-

stances).

SHRPC Project Review Committee: At its

Novem ber 16 meeti n g, the SHRPC Proj ect

Revi ew Com m i t tee discussed several app l i-

c a ti ons for ambu l a tory su r gery cen ters ,a s

well as the po ten tial impact of t h ree pro-

po s ed ambu l a tory su r gery cen ters on near-

by hospitals, in accord a n ce with DO H ’s

recen t ly implem en ted po l i c y. The Com-

m i t tee vo ted to recom m end deferral of on e

a pp l i c a ti on and made no recom m en d a ti on

on the other two app l i c a ti on s , wh i ch wi ll

be discussed at SHRPC’s meeting on

December 7, 2000.

b a s ed on ad m i n i s tra tive databases. “Com-

p a s s” refers to Prem i er ’s propri et a ry Web -

b a s ed su b s c ri pti on servi ces including Opera-

tions Ou t l ook, a dep a rtm ental cost and

produ ctivi ty ben ch m a rking sys tem , and Per -

s pe ctive On l i n e , wh i ch provi des integra ted ,

det a i l ed clinical and financial data to hel p

i m prove perform a n ce . The QMS modu l e

within QMS Co m pa s swi ll be free of ch a r ge to

GNYHA mem ber hospitals.

Secon d , GNYHA wi ll en h a n ce Prem i er ’s

com p a ra tive data with ad d i ti onal ri s k - ad ju s t-

m ent factors devel oped by THEORI, and wi ll

en co u ra ge its mem ber hospitals to parti c i p a te

in Prem i er ’s su b s c ri pti on servi ce s .

F i n a lly, Prem i er ’s data warehouse wi ll

expand the ra n ge of data that are ava i l a ble to

THEORI for re s e a rch purpo s e s . ■

SHRPC Codes Com m i t tee Discusses Pa rt - time Cl i n i c s

continued on page 4
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reduction over time are significant.

Ot h er spe a kers pre s en ted innova tive

hospital and health sys tem approaches for

ad d ressing med i c a ti on errors , focusing on

s tra tegic opportu n i ties for improvem en t .

Repre s en t a tives from the New York Pre s by-

terian He a l t h c a re Net work spo ke abo ut the

Net work’s devel opm ent of a va ri ety of

a pproaches to prevent errors . Frank Saya ,

Pharm.D., Director of Pharmacy at Cedars-

Sinai Medical Cen ter in Los An gel e s , d i s-

cussed the programs his hospital has imple-

m en ted to tackle med i c a ti on errors ,

i n cluding physician parti c i p a ti on in a

course to improve handwriting.

Emphasis on Patient Safety: The progra m

was parti c u l a rly ti m ely in light of t h e

a n n o u n cem ent on Novem ber 15 by the

Le a pf rog Group that it would en co u ra ge

em p l oyees to ch oose hospitals that pro-

m o te pati ent safety, poi n ting spec i f i c a lly to

reliance on computerized medication order

entry systems to prevent medication errors.

The Le a pf rog Group is a coa l i ti on of 60 of

the largest companies nati onwi de that have

b a n ded toget h er to prom o te the redu cti on

of m edical errors .G en eral Mo tors , a mem-

ber of the Le a pf rog Gro u p, has alre ady

begun to of fer financial incen tives to

em p l oyees to ch oose health plans that con-

tract with “high-performance” hospitals. ■

The NYS Dep a rtm ent of Health (DO H )

has rel e a s ed a revi s ed draft of reg u l a-

ti ons to implem ent State legi s l a ti on

s i gn ed into law last year that requ i res DOH to

e s t a blish a universal program to screen new-

borns for hearing impairm en t s . As a mem ber

of DO H ’s Ad Hoc Newborn He a ring Screen-

ing Work gro u p, GNYHA has been revi ewi n g

and com m en ting on draft reg u l a ti ons pro-

po s ed by DO H . As a re su l t , the latest draft of

the reg u l a ti ons has simplified hospital re s pon-

s i bi l i ties for the progra m ,p a rti c u l a rly in the

a rea of fo ll ow-up on newborns and reporti n g

of d a t a . The draft reg u l a ti ons would perm i t

hospitals to ad m i n i s ter the hearing screen i n g

program direct ly or thro u gh a con tract wi t h

a n o t h er provi der, and would requ i re the ini-

tial screening to be provi ded before the infant

is disch a r ged . If a newborn did not pass the

f i rst screen i n g, the hospital or con tractor

would also be re s pon s i ble for performing a

repeat screening pri or to disch a r ge wh en fe a-

s i ble or providing a pre s c ri pti on for a fo ll ow -

up screening by another provi der. The reg u l a-

ti ons also provi de an excepti on for insti tuti on s

with 400 bi rths or fewer. Those fac i l i ties wo u l d

not be requ i red to provi de the servi ces direct-

ly or to con tract with a provi der for the ser-

vi ce s ,but would be perm i t ted to provi de refer-

rals for infants to receive hearing screen i n gs

f rom other provi ders .

DOH has adva n ced a proposal for rei m-

bu rsing Medicaid fee - for- s ervi ce provi ders

for the screen i n gs , but has not devel oped a

m echanism for Medicaid managed care rei m-

bu rs em ent or for requ i ring paym ent by third

p a rty insu rers . GNYHA is actively advoc a ti n g

for full rei m bu rs em ent for its mem bers for

providing these new servi ce s .

The reg u l a ti ons are ex pected to be pub-

l i s h ed in the St a te Regi s ter in the next few

wee k s , tri ggering the 45-day com m ent peri-

od , du ring wh i ch GNYHA wi ll provi de mem-

ber com m en t s . It is ex pected that the earl i e s t

the program wi ll go into ef fect is Ma rch 2001.

For a copy of the draft reg u l a ti on s , c a ll

Ol ivia Segree at GNYHA. If you have qu e s-

ti ons abo ut the draft reg u l a ti on s ,c a ll Doris R.

Va rlese at GNYHA. ■

A s part of its initi a tive on health

c a re qu a l i ty, GNYHA held a bri ef-

ing on November 17,2000, on evi-

den ce - b a s ed stra tegies to redu ce med i c a-

tion errors. Experts from across the country

and from New York Ci ty discussed

a pproaches to reducing med i c a ti on errors ,

ra n ging from initi a tives that rely on tech-

n o l ogical innova ti on to ph a rm acist ro u n d s

and programs to improve physician hand-

wri ti n g. The bri efing provi ded an analys i s

of n a ti onal re s e a rch on the preven ti on of

medication errors as well as concrete exam-

ples of h ow hospitals are tackling the prob-

lems.

S p e a ke rs : D avid Ba te s , M . D. , Med i c a l

Di rector of Clinical and Quality An a lysis at

Pa rtn ers He a l t h c a re Sys tem , In c . in Bo s ton

and a leading nati onal ex pert on med i c a-

ti on errors , d i s c u s s ed the findings of h i s

re s e a rch on the inciden ce , preven ti on ,a n d

cost of m ed i c a ti on errors . He stre s s ed the

f act that evi den ce has shown that med i c a-

ti on errors are sys tems errors , not due to

the mistakes of a single indivi du a l . In

revi ewing the nati onal evi den ce on med-

i c a ti on errors , D r. Ba tes also stre s s ed the

va lue of physician order en try sys tems in

reducing errors. While the systems are cost-

ly to install and maintain, D r. Ba tes assert-

ed that the cost savi n gs thro u gh error

DO H Releases Revi s ed
Draft Newborn He a ri n g
S c reening Reg u l a ti on s SHRPC Fiscal Policy Committee: At its

Novem ber 16 meeti n g, the SHRPC Fiscal

Policy Com m i t tee discussed propo s ed

rei m bu rs em ent reg u l a ti ons for adult day

health care progra m s . Mem bers of t h e

details of New York’s recent FHP health

i n su ra n ce ex p a n s i on and the ch a ll en ges that

New York faces as it implem ents this pro-

gra m , and an ad m i n i s tra tor from Hi ll s bor-

o u gh Co u n ty in Florida discussed a loc a l

i n i ti a tive de s i gn ed to manage the care of

m ed i c a lly indigent patients. ■

Com m i t tee ex pre s s ed con cern rega rd i n g

the impact of the propo s ed reg u l a ti ons on

ex i s ting progra m s . The reg u l a ti ons wi ll be

d i s c u s s ed at futu re meeti n gs of the Com-

m i t tee . ■

GNYHA Holds Bri efing on Med i c a ti on Errors

Novem ber 21 bri efing was atten ded by 200

peop l e ,i n cluding staff of U. S .s en a tors and

repre s en t a tive s ,j o u rn a l i s t s , and health care

a n a lys t s . Af ter a repre s en t a tive from the

Ac ademy for Health Servi ces Re s e a rch and

Policy provi ded an overvi ew of s t a te cover-

a ge initi a tive s , M s . Co h en discussed the

SHRPC Codes Committee Discusses Part-time Clinics 
continued from page 3

GNYHA Participates in Two Conferences on Family Health Plus
continued from page 2


